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3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 


Basis of the report 


□ 


Box No. n 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


Certain defects in the international application 




BoxNo. Vm 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will conununicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules A^bis3{c) and 93i>/j.l but 
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date (Rule ^bis .2). 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


Intemational application No. 
PCT/AU2004/000463 


Box No. I Basis of the opinion 


1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in 
which it was fUed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 


1 1 This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into 
— the following language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of 
intemational search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




1 1 a sequence listing 




1 I table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




I I in written format 




[ 1 in con:q>uter readable form 




c. time Of filing/furnishing 




. 1^ contained in the intemational t^lication as filed. 




1 1 filed together widi the intemational application in conqmter readable fomx 




furnished subsequently to this Authority for fte purposes of seardL 




3 . 1 1 In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 

• filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in 
the application as filed or does not go beyond tiie application as filed, as appropriate, were fiimished. 


4. Additional comments: 
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Box No, V Reasoned statement under Rule 43to.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-27 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-27 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-27 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and e^qjlanations: 



The prior art.does not disclose any method of welding polygonal hollow sections (PHS) where welds across a 
surface of the PHS, and extending continuously from a connection weld to a location remote from the 
connection weld, result in an improved welded connection for PHS as claimed in independent claims 1, 20 and 
22. The invention-claimed is considered novel and inventive over the prior art. 



Fomi PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 
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Box No. Vm Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on tiie clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whedier tiie claims are fully 
supported by the description, axe made: 

1 . Independent claims 20 and 22 are not fully supported by the description. From reading the description (page 6 line 
10-15 in particular), it is clear that the invention lies in "forming a continuous weld extending across a surface, 
away from the usual connection weld at the end of the PHS". This feature is entirely absent from independent 
claims 20 and 22. Claims 20 and 22 claim by result and include any or all possible welding methods capable of 
achieving that result, including welding methods that may not have been envisioned by tiie description. 

2. Claim 1 is unclear with regard to a "weld extending continuously from a connection weld. . .to a location remote 
from the connection weld". This implies that a weld bead extends continuously from the connection weld away 
from the connection weld, and may include a weld perpendicular to the connection weld. This is clearly different 
from the invention described where several weld beads extend across the surfiice of the PHS parallel to the 
connection weld. 
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